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   RIVER OF LIFE LUTHERAN | refreshing truth for all people 
725 S. Estrella Pkwy (Suite 120) Goodyear, Arizona 85338  

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 OUR PASTOR 
Pastor Lincoln Albrecht  (623) 312.8650  pastor.lincoln.albrecht@gmail.com 

WELCOME TO RIVER OF LIFE 
Thank you for joining us this morning. In our worship service, God’s children—you 
& I—gather together before God to be strengthened through God’s Word. In 
response to God’s message of love to us, we offer God our worship and praise. 
The worship folder you're holding has the entire Order of Service. If you have 
questions, feel free to ask one of our ushers or anyone near you. The unfamiliar can 
be intimidating—let us help you. We want you to be comfortable & comforted here. 
Restrooms are located in the front corner for your convenience. 
God wants everyone to worship together. Worship is a learning process for children. 
Parents, if you feel like you need a moment, there is a room in the back of the worship 
area where you can see, hear, and participate in worship without being heard. 

OUR FOCUS FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING 
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The Festival of Jesus’ Ascension into heaven is right around the corner. With 
Christ’s visible presence about to be removed, how will the world see him?  
It should see him when it looks at us. We must strive to reflect the love of 
Christ and his obedience to his Father in our lives. This isn’t optional or merely 
for overachievers. The branches, to connect with last week’s Gospel lesson, 
bear corresponding fruit of necessity. To spur us on, Jesus gives us a new 
title; he calls us his friends, those with whom he has shared the heart and 
mind of God! Jesus says to his disciples: Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching and the Triune God will make his home with you. What a reward! 
And yet, we are incapable without God first loving us. Praise be to God that 
he loves us—lives for us and with us—to motivate our love. Christ for us aims at 
visible results in our relationships that show Christ in us. God is love so we 
love one another.  



The Gathering 
INVOCATION 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son ✚ and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 221 (1) 

M: Oh, how I love your law. 
P: I meditate on it all day long. 
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 
P: for they are ever with me. 
M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 
P: for I meditate on your statutes. 
M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 
P: sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
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HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 221 (2) 

M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteousness, 

P: so that the person of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and 
learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his 
forgiveness. 

P: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 
now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 221 (3) 

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” The Scriptures 
testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay 
for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as 
a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

P: Amen. 
HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 221 (4) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 
 Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us 

to think those things that are true and long for those things that are 
good, that we may always make our petitions according to your gracious 
will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

P: Amen. 

The Word of God 
NEW TESTAMENT READING  1 John 4 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us…16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love 
is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 
judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love 
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love.  
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom 
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us 
this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:23 
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!  
P: He is risen indeed! Alleluia.  
M: If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  
P: My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 

with him. Alleluia. 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE Alleluia! Sing to Jesus | 169 (1) 
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Jesus encouraged the little ones to come to him. During this 
portion of the worship service, the children are invited 

forward to learn a truth tailored for them.



NEW TESTAMENT READING  Acts 9 

36  In Joppa there was a disciple 
named Tabitha (in Greek her name is 
Dorcas); she was always doing good 
and helping the poor. 37 About that 
time she became sick and died, and 
her body was washed and placed in 
an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near 
Joppa; so when the disciples heard 
that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two 
men to him and urged him, “Please 
come at once!”  
39 Peter went with them, and when he 
arrived he was taken upstairs to the 
room. All the widows stood around 
him, crying and showing him the 
robes and other clothing that Dorcas 
had made while she was still with 
them.  
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; 
then he got down on his knees and 
prayed. Turning toward the dead 
woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” 
She opened her eyes, and seeing 
Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by 
the hand and helped her to her feet. 
Then he called for the believers, 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e w i d o w s , a n d 
presented her to them alive. 42 This 
became known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 
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In Joppa, there was a follower of Jesus, Tabitha, 
who was habitually doing good deeds and making 
a point of helping those who were impoverished—
especially by making and providing clothes for 
those in material need. 

 When she became sick and died, her friends did a 
strange thing. Instead of burying her quickly after 
her death, they sent for Peter who was nearby.  

What did he do? He did not remind those who 
journeyed from Joppa that Dorcas was already 
dead. He went with them, trusting that God had 
the power to bless her with life again, and if not 
she had already gained heaven. Peter followed the 
pattern of great Old Testament prophets like Elijah 
(see 1 Kings 17) and Elisha (2 Kings 4) and began 
with prayer. Peter knew only God could do what 
needed to be done—and his will would be done.  

Then Peter spoke to Tabitha as if she were alive, 
using the same kind of words that Jesus did when 
he raised Jairus’ daughter back to life (Mark 5:41). 

Why did God do this miracle for Tabitha? It was not 
because she was more righteous. It was not 
because her death was more tragic than most. It 
was because through this miracle, many more 
were brought to faith in the Lord of eternal life.   



GOSPEL READING John 15 

M: The Gospel according to John chapter fifteen: 

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If 
you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love 
each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14  You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I 
learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit 
that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 
17 This is my command: Love each other. 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
P: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice | 377 (1-5) 
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THE MESSAGE 1 John 4 

Our Response to God’s Word 
M: In Christ, you have heard the Word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation.  
P:  We believe in Christ and trust in the truth he has revealed to us in his Word.  
M: Living and serving together in trust and hope, we confess our common faith. 

NICENE CREED  1

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,   
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,   
   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.                         

Through him all things were made.    
  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,   
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.   

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.   
  He suffered death and was buried.     
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.                                                               

 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                                                
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  dead,                                                                           
 and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son,                                                                                                              

 who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,                                               
 who has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.                                                                                      
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.                                                                              
 We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.   
 Amen.  

 The Nicene Creed is the only common confession of faith for the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox, the Anglican 1

Communion of churches, the Oriental Orthodox churches, and many Protestant bodies—which includes Lutherans.
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THANK OFFERING 
God’s people respond with thankful hearts. The people of River of Life have joined to offer God the first-fruits of all he 
has given us. Our offerings support God’s work in this community and the world. If you are a visitor with us, thank you 
for joining us today. Please do not feel obligated to support our ministry, but we ask that you do take time to fill out a 
digital connect card (azriveroflife.com/connect) so we can thank you for joining us. Thank you & God bless you! 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
M: God of might, by nature we were your enemies. We did not trust you or 

your Word. We were suspicious of your designs. Yet, in your grace, you 
made your dwelling among us to bring peace to people on earth.    

P: Glory to the God in the highest. You are merciful to us every morning!      
M: Holy Spirit, you encourage us to be discerning spiritual consumers. Help us 

be faithful to the truth you have revealed to us in God’s Word.       
P: Lord of all truth, sanctify us by your truth. Your Word is truth.     
M: Your truth continues to light the way in our lives. Give us a better 

understanding of your kingdom purposes for us. In a world of falsehood, 
form and fashion us to be people of truth—in word and in action.     

P: Embolden us to speak the truth in love to many who need to hear it.   
M: Loving Lord, we recognize there are people in our lives that we find hard to 

love. You know our struggles in this area. Help us love those who frustrate or 
disappoint us. Help us love those we believe have sabotaged or betrayed us. 
Help us love those who seem to have nothing to contribute to our present 
happiness or future dreams. Help us love like you have loved us.    

We pray privately for help to love our spiritual and earthly family, as well as our enemies.    
M: Trusting that you hear and love us dearly, we pray as you taught us: 
P: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,         

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.                        
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.         

         For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
 Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

M: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you. 
M: Lift up your hearts. 
P: We lift them up to the Lord. 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord 

our God. 
P: It is right to give him thanks 

and praise. 
M: Praise to the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he 
has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing. He raised 
Christ from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms and placed all 
things under his feet for the 
benefit of the Church. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 
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Prayer of Preparation: Lord God, Heavenly Father, You called me by name and declared that I was Your 
child through the washing of my Baptism. I desire, now, to receive the true body and blood of my Savior, 
Jesus Christ, in this Holy Meal. Continue to grant me grace, that I may stand before You and the body of 
believers and faithfully speak of the hope that is mine through Your life, death, and resurrection. 
Strengthen me. Grant me the forgiveness of sins and the ability to do that which pleases you; through 
Jesus Christ, my Lord.  Amen.



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus | SWS 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. 
This is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all 
of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

P: Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD     Agnus Dei | SWS 

DISTRIBUTION 
At River of Life, we believe that in the Lord's Supper, along with the bread & wine, we miraculously receive 
the real body & blood of Christ for the full forgiveness of sins. Scripture directs believers in preparation 
and reception: “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of 
the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats 
and drinks judgment on himself.” (1 Cor. 11:29) 

This meal is also an expression of unity with one another: “Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of the one loaf.” (1 Cor. 10:17) Therefore we ask that if you are not familiar with our 
teachings, please speak with Pastor Albrecht before taking the Lord's Supper. Thank you. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared | 312  

16Additional stanzas for this hymn are in the red hymnal or on the screens in front of you. 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised 

you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the 
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have 
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may 
be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

P: Amen. 
SONG OF THANKSGIVING  Thank the Lord | SWS 

  

BLESSING 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

P: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN God Loves Me Dearly | 583 
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RIVER OF LIFE LUTHERAN | refreshing truth for all people 

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US THIS MORNING 
  We recognize how busy this world and your life can be. Thank you for 

setting aside a Sunday morning to be with us in God’s house. Stick around for a 
bite to eat and a refreshing drink. One of life’s greatest pleasures is meeting new 
people and growing lasting relationships. We’d love to get to know you better.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING RIVER OF LIFE?   
Would you like to learn what the Lutheran church believes and teaches? Are you 
interested in joining our church, or going through a refresher class? We would love to 
meet with you and study God’s Word. If you’re interested, speak with Pastor Albrecht. 

NAME TAGS  
Have you ever been at a big gathering where everyone seems to know one another 
but you can’t quite remember their names as well as they do yours? It’s not much fun! 
In an effort to help everyone get to know each other better—and remember names—we 
are ordering a fresh round of name tags. If you already have one, wear it on Sunday. If 
you don’t have one, talk with Richard Hansen about ordering one. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
Portions of our service are from Christian Worship, Christian Worship Supplement (NPH Electronic Ed.), and  
Luther’s Catechism (Revised) and are reprinted under One-License.net License #A-723544 and CCLI 
Copyright License #20992728 & Streaming License #20992735. All Scripture references taken from the HOLY 
BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ® Copyright © 2011 by International Bible Society. 
Hymn #221 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84, st. 1-3; Geistreiches Gesang-
Büchlein, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, st. 1-3, alt.; unknown, st. 4, alt. 

Hymn #169 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, abr., alt. 

Hymn #377 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 
1800–87, alt. 

Hymn #312 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Hymn #583 God Loves Me Dearly Text: August Rische, 1819–1906; tr. composite. 
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20refreshing truth for you

Certainty & Hope In The Coming Days 

May 5 (10:20 am) Family Bible Study: Blessed be the Name: 
Abraham and Sarah

May 8 (4:30 pm) Youth Catechism Class

May 12 (9:00 am) Worship: See Him: 
Who Leaves Parting Gifts

May 12 (10:20 am) Family Bible Study: Blessed be the Name: 
Abraham and Sarah

May 15 (4:30 pm) Youth Catechism Class

May 19 (9:00 am) Worship (with Lord’s Supper): Acts of God: 
Testimony

May 19 (10:20 am) Family Bible Study: Blessed be the Name: 
Abraham and Sarah

May 22 (5:30 pm) Youth Catechism Class

CONNECTING WITH RIVER OF LIFE 
Videos of recent worship services and audio recordings of weekly sermons 
are available online. Check out our website or our Facebook page. 

AZRiverOfLife.com    facebook.com/AZRiverOfLife  

http://AZRiverOfLife.com
http://facebook.com/AZRiverOfLife

